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Background

Source: UNAIDS, 2014



1,57 million Ukrainian citizens were

authorised to stay in the EU at the end of 

2021 (Eurostat, 2021)

By near the end of 2022, 5.2 million people 

have fled Ukraine due to the war (UNHCR, 

2023). 

Currently, around 6 million Ukranian’s

have left their homes since 2022 and 

reside in EU (UNHCR, 2023)



Methods

Objective

The COBATEST is a network of  111 Community-Based Voluntary and Counseling and Testing Service 

(CBVCT) centers in 29 European and 2 Central Asian countries.

Describe HIV-testing trends and examine the prevalence of HIV positive diagnosis among migrants in 

Europe and Central Asia (ECA) compared with native-born individuals in a year preceding and 

following war in Ukraine.



66 

COBATEST 

members

18

(Aggregated 

data)

48 centers 

(Disaggregated 

data)

Descriptive analysis 

(HIV testing prevalence) 

by: gender, key-

population groups, HIV 

diagnoses and the two 

respective years, 

stratifying by migrants 

and native-born 

individuals

Log-binomial multivariable 

regression models were 

fitted to compare the 

prevalence ratio of HIV 

positive diagnoses among 

migrants and native-born 

individuals across the two 

years, adjusting for 

covariates



Results





*Total study population includes disaggregated and aggregated data;
**One person can be in more than one key-population group.

Total study 
population n= 203354
2021 n= 101462
2022 n= 101892



Multivariable analysis of the prevalence of HIV positive results in the disaggregated data* 
stratified by origin status

Migrants Native-bornTotal disaggregated sample

*The model was applied only to disaggregated data from 48 COBATEST member centers;
**A time-period*migrant variable refers to an interaction term between migrant and year (2021 vs.2022) that was included in the model; 
***One person can be in more than one key-population group;
PR, prevalence ratio.

PR, study results

P-value95% Confidence Interval



Multivariable analysis of the prevalence of HIV positive results in the disaggregated data* 
stratified by origin status

Migrants Native-bornTotal disaggregated sample

*The model was applied only to disaggregated data from 48 COBATEST member centers;
**A time-period*migrant variable refers to an interaction term between migrant and year (2021 vs.2022) that was included in the model; 
***One person can be in more than one key-population group;
PR, prevalence ratio.



Multivariable analysis of the prevalence of HIV positive results in the disaggregated data* stratified by period 

2021 2022

*The model was applied only to disaggregated data from 48 COBATEST member centers; 
**One person can be in more than one key-population group;
PR, prevalence ratio.



Conclusions

Migrants compared 
with Native-born

Significantly high PR

Migrants tested in 
2022 compared 

with 2021

Higher PR of HIV-
positive diagnoses in 

2022

Significant increase 
in prevalence of 

migrants tested in 
2022

Migrant 

characteristics    

(HIV-positive 
diagnosis)

Significantly high PR 
among transgender 

migrants

Significantly high PR 
among MSM (2021 and 

2022)



 Analysis of data by country of origin to further tailor the

strategies by specific groups within migrant population.

 Urgent need for inclusive health policies and scale-up of

strategies for delivering HIV testing, prevention, and

treatment tailored to migrant population



Austria

Aids Hilfe Wien

Belgium

BeTested - Aimer Jeunes (FLCPF)
BeTested - Marolles (FLCPF)
PlateForme Prévention Sida

BeTested - Jette (FLCPF)
BeTested - Uccle (FLCPF)

Médecins du Monde Belgique
SidaSol (Liège)

Exaequo
ELISA Center (Brussels)

Aide Info Sida
Centre de Planning Familial Verviers

Croatia
Croatian Association for HIV and 
Hepatitis (CAHIV)

Denmark
AIDS Fondet

Germany
Deutsche Aidshilfe Checkpoint 

Network

Italy
Fondazione LILA Milano

Checkpoint Milano
ANLAIDS Sezione Regionale Ligure ONLUS

ASA Associazione solidarietà AIDS
Bergamo Fast Track City

Latina Check Point
Roma Checkpoint

Latvia
Baltic HIV Association

Moldova
GENDERDOC-M

Poland
National AIDS Center

Not yet finished
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