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Background

The COVID-19 pandemic changed landscape of health service delivery, increasing
challenges during access to health care and exacerbating health inequities among people
living with HIV and persons at higher risk for contracting HIV.1

The COVID-19 pandemic has substantially impacted
testing for HIV and other infectious diseases.2,3,4

Assessment of testing in WHO European region has
demonstrated that 95% of participating testing
centres found decrease in testing especially during
first three months of the COVID-19 pandemic, and
58% decrease from June to August of 2020.2
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Objective: To demonstrate changes in HIV testing trends and determine impact of COVID-
19 on community-based voluntary counseling and testing (CBVCT) in Catalonia.

Data: 11 COBATEST member centers from Catalonia.

Study period: 1 January 2018 to 31 December 2020.

Data collection tool: COBATEST standardized data reporting.

Inclusion criteria: HIV test performed.

Data analysis:
- A time series analysis.
- SARIMA models were employed.
- Stratified by gender, age, and

key-population groups.

Methods

Four periods analyzed: 
Pre-Lockdown: 01-01-2018    to    12-03-2020
Lockdown:        13-03-2020    to    27-04-2020
De-escalation:  28-04-2020    to    21-06-2020
New Normality: 22-06-2020    to    31-12-2020



Results



Periods HIV tests performed Expected number [95% CI] Difference (n) Difference (%)

Pre-lockdown 1223 - - -

lockdown 0 847 [645-1050] -847 -100

De-escalation 291 910 [704-1117] -619 -68

New Normality 2373 4139 [3717-4561] -1766 -42.7
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HIV testing is still not back to ‘normality’.

Targeted interventions should be developed to address testing among
identified vulnerable groups (younger age groups, by gender) .

The study findings should be utilized to inform development of 
governmental procedures for pandemic response.

Conclusions



Thank you

Special thank you to Jordi Aceiton and Lucia Alonso 


	Diapositiva 1: M. Gogishvili, J. Aceiton Cardona, L. Alonso, M. Alarcon Gutierrez, J. Casabona, L. Fernández López, and COBATEST Network Study Group
	Diapositiva 2
	Diapositiva 3
	Diapositiva 4
	Diapositiva 5
	Diapositiva 6
	Diapositiva 7
	Diapositiva 8
	Diapositiva 9
	Diapositiva 10
	Diapositiva 11: Thank you

