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COBATEST Network Objectives
1. To promote and to increase visibility of community health work.

2. To advocate for the inclusion of community-based testing in national policies and national 
plans across Europe.

3. To generate, analyse and disseminate harmonised community-based testing data to be used 
at local, national and regional level.

4. To strive to be representative of the reality of CBVCT in the WHO European region.

5. To increase the quality of CBVCT services in the WHO European region.

6. To promote synergies and alliances with other stakeholders working with key populations.



Work done towards achieving COBATEST 
objectives

AIDS Impact Conference, June 2023 

Key population belonging and HIV 
associated factors among 60 European 

community-led testing centres from 
COBATEST network

Operational and structural realities of 
community-based testing centres in 

Eastern Europe and Central Asia during 
HIV/STI testing and data collection 



SEE Conference, 
September 2023 

Factors associated with STI at 
COBATEST network among 

transgender and gay, bisexual and 
other men who have sex with men.

Impact of COVID-19 on HIV-testing 
among community centers in Catalonia: 

a time-series analysis



HEPHIV Conference, November 2023 

Chemsex, HIV testing and associated factors in gay, 
bisexual and other men who have sex with men 
(GBMSM) and transgender individuals, among 

European community-based centres.

Assessment of HIV self-testing and 
self-sampling use and intention to 

use among COBATEST Network 
members.

HIV positive diagnosis 
among migrants 

compared to native-
born in Europe and 

Central Asia: 
COBATEST network, 

2021-22



CORE and BOOST Projects



Steering Committee meetings, 
June and December 2023

- Trainings on the new data 
collection forms, December 

2023

- Data collection tool training 
and Appointment tool 

presentation, June 2023



COBATEST Data 2022



The COBATEST network currently consists of 111 Community-Based Voluntary 
and Counseling and Testing Service (CBVCT) centers in 29 European and 2 

Central Asian countries.

In 2022 data was submitted by 72 COBATEST members from 18 European and 2 Central Asian
countries. Specifically, from: Austria, Belgium, Croatia, Cyprus, Denmark, Georgia, Germany, Italy,
Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Moldova, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain and Tajikistan.

Sweden





0.85%  (1174 persons)

33.4%  (46,002 persons)

64.9%  (89,390 persons)

25.5% are younger than 
25 years old

71.0% are 25 years old 
and older

23.2%

2.8%40.0%

5.7%

136,626 persons tested

COBATEST 2022 - People screened for HIV (%)



! 136,626 people tested

! Majority cis men (64.9%)

! 40% MSM

! Only 0.85% of people tested were
transgender

Short summary comparison



HIV testing 2014-2022



HCV testing 2014-2022

51 centres

5 centres

8 centres

13 centres

12 centres

25 centres

37 centres
39 centres

44 centres



Syphilis testing 2014-2022

53 centres



COBATEST Team at CEEISCAT



COBATEST Team at Aids Action 
Europe



Thank you!


