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CONSOLIDATED GUIDELINES
O HIV TESTING SERVICES
FOR A CHANGING EPIDEMIC

Introduction

Strategies for HIV testing outside the formal health-care services

* Recommendation to increase HIV tests offer, through new approaches and strategies, including

tests in the community setting

* Effectiveness of screening strategies in the community setting

@) Scaling up HIV testing and
counselling in the WHO
European Region

as an essential component of efforts to
achieve universal access to HIV prevention,
treatment, care and support

Policy framework
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systematic review to inform European Centre for Disease
Prevention and Control guidance
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Introduction
Integrated testing

Why test for multiple infections at once?

HIV/STIs/VH share common modes of transmission and determinants

Overlap of populations affected

High co-infection rates between HIV, syphilis, and viral hepatitis.

Improves efficiency and client experience.

Reduces stigma by normalizing testing.

%] Integrated testing should be the standard in community settings



Introduction
Integrated testing

« WHO and ECDC advocate for integrated testing for HIV/VH/STIs to improve coverage,
reduce missed diagnoses, and accelerate linkage to care.

* According to risk criteria

* Integrated testing for HIV, VH, and STls allows for synergy in times of limited resources

Consolidated guidelines on HIV,
viral hepatitis and STl prevention,
diagnosis, treatment and care for
key populations

Regional action plans for ending
AIDS and the epidemics of viral
hepatitis and sexually transmitted

Global health sector infections 2022-2030
strategies on, respectively,

HIV, viral hepatitis and

sexually transmited

infections 2022-2030




CEEIS Centre d'Estudis Epidemiologics
sobre les Infeccions de Transmissid
[ Sexual i Sida de Catalunya

COBATEST SR
NETWORK QAEg@

® N\ W

® 9

Q

* Anetwork of CBT services collecting standardised testing data across Europe and

Central Asia COBATEST

NETWORK

* 148 community-based testing services in 29 European and 2 Central Asian countries

European Network of Community-
Based Voluntary Counselling and
Testing Services

2021 Report

Monitoring and Evaluation




Objective
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e Evaluate the evolution of integrated testing for more than one
infection in community-based voluntary counselling and testing
(CBVCT) services that are members of the COBATEST Network
from 2014 to 2024.




Methods

Data reported by:
* 103 CBVCT centers from 17 European countries

* members of COBATEST Network

* Who used the online data collection tool in any year from 2014 to 2024 =

Descriptive analysis:
* Evolution of the performance of more than one test for different infections
during each testing visit/session
* Prevalence of coinfections

* Combination of performed tests and reactive results per testing session (Venn
diagrams)



Results
Evolution of number of different tests performed per testing visit
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Results
Evolution of number of test performed per testing visit
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Results
Combination of performed tests and reactive results per testing session

Tests performed 2014-2024 Reactive tests
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Results
Co-infection prevalence

2014-2024

Co-infections (Prevalence of reactive results in a single visit/testing session)

* HIV-Syphilis: 1.85%
* HIV-HCV: 0.00%

* HCV-Syphilis: 0.56%

* HIV-HCV-Syphilis: BOKELS



Results
Combination of tests performed and reactive results per testing session
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* Following international recommendations,
CBVCT services are increasingly conducting
integrated testing, primarily for HIV and syphilis,
and in recent years, they have also been
incorporating HCV.

Co n CI USIO ns * ltis also important to include testing for other

infections, such as HBV, chlamydia, and
gonorrhea.

* COBATEST Network has adapted its data
collection tool to include these additional tests.

%P It’s important to reinforce integrated testing strategies
The provision of integrated testing should be based on risk criteria.



Thank you!

Laura Fernandez-Lépez

Iflopez@iconcologia.net
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