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BACKGROUND

Community-led testing centres play a crucial role in HIV prevention and sexual health promotion, reaching highly vulnerable 

populations as alternative to traditional healthcare. Repeated testing at these centres indicates confidence in services and 

individual health awareness. This study describes the population utilizing community-led testing centres for HIV between 2018 and 

2021, identifying factors associated with repeat testing

Factors associated with HIV testing repetition among European 
community-led testing centres from the COBATEST Network, 2014-2022

METHODS

Cross-sectional study in centres from the COBATEST Network (figure 1), which collect anonymised demographic, health, and bio-

behavioural data, using the COBATEST online tool. All those tested for HIV at least once were included. Dependent variable was 

repeating testing in the same centre. Independent variables were gender, age, country of origin, being gay, bisexual or other men 

who have sex with men (GBMSM), sexual work, intravenous drug use (IDU), condom use in the last sexual intercourse, and STI 

during last 12 months. Descriptive analysis was carried out, and a multivariate logistic model was set to determine associated 

factors with testing repetition. 

RESULTS

Figure 1 shows the description of the sample used in this study.

Factors associated with testing repetition after multivariate analysis were being a man, a transgender person, being more than 25 

years old, being migrant, GBMSM, sex worker, IDU, using a condom in the last sexual intercourse, and having any STI during the 

last 12 months. 

CONCLUSIONS 

Community-led centres often cater to a significant portion of vulnerable populations. Identifying factors associated to repeat 

testing can inform targeted interventions aimed at enhancing testing coverage. These centres can serve as pivotal platforms for 

ongoing promotion of testing, thereby contributing to the reduction of HIV risk. 

Figure 1. Map of the countries with current 
members of the COBATEST Network. The network 
connects organizations across Europe and Central 
Asia that provide community-based voluntary 
counselling and STI/HIV testing (CBVCT) services.

Figure 1. Description of the sample

Figure 2. Factors associated with
testing repetition in the same
center. Logistic regression model, 
with adjusted Odds-ratios and 
confidence interval (95%)

* Trangender or non-bynary person. GBMSM: Gay, bisexual or other men who have sex with men
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