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RECOMMENDATIONS 

TEMPLATE / FILE REQUIREMENTS

We strongly suggest the use of the official template. Should you choose to work with

alternative colour designs or schemes please make sure to use landscape, i.e. horizontal 

orientation. Maximum one page, maximum 5 MB. Allowed file extensions: *.ppt, *.pptx, 

*.pdf.

SECTIONS of your ePoster

The following sections should appear clearly in differentiated blocks:

- Purpose

- Methods

- Results

- Conclusion

RECOMMENDED TITLE/TEXT SIZE 

Title: Between 80pt and 100pt 

Affiliations: Between 30pt and 36pt

Abstract body text: Between 28pt and 40pt (depending on how much text is included).

Please use dark text colors on a light background and vice versa.

ADDING IMAGES

Please use Insert Image (from file) rather than the cut/copy and paste function. 

EXPORTING your ePoster

You can either save this as a ppt/pptx or export (save as) a pdf. 

Please check your poster carefully before submitting.

A total of 38,657 participants were included, contributing 66,605.7 person-years. Overall, 447 individuals 
seroconverted, resulting in an HIV incidence of 0.67 per 100 person-years (95% CI: 0.61–0.74), ranging from 0.44 
in 2014 to 0.92 in 2016, with no major temporal variation. 

Higher incidence was associated with being transgender (RR=7.85), men who have sex with men (MSM) (RR = 
6.49), migrant from outside EU (RR=2.91), and sex workers (SW) (RR = 1.61). Women had 71% lower risk than 
men (RR = 0.29).

A retrospective longitudinal analysis was conducted on data collected by COBATEST members 
using the online data collection tool between 2014-2023. Participants with at least two visits 
and a negative-HIV test at first visit, or one visit with self-reported previous HIV-negative test 
during the study period, were included. HIV incidence rates were calculated using person-time 
measures and 95% confidence intervals (CIs). Associated risk factors were assessed using 
multivariable Poisson regression model with robust standard errors to estimate adjusted 
incidence rate ratios.

METHODS

Although global HIV incidence has 
declined, progress has slowed or reversed 
in certain regions and key populations 
(KPs). Longitudinal incidence estimates 
remain scarce due to logistical and 
economic barriers. Community-based 
testing services are critical for reaching 
KPs and collecting real-world data. The 
COBATEST Network connects such services 
across Europe and Central Asia, enabling 
harmonised data collection and use of 
anonymised unique identifiers to track 
repeat testers over time. 

BACKGROUND RESULTS

• Routine community-based testing data can be effectively used to estimate HIV 
incidence. 

• The persistently higher HIV incidence among MSM, transgender individuals, SW, 
and non-EU migrants highlight the need for sustained, targeted prevention. 

• Community-based testing networks provide valuable real-world evidence to inform 
tailored public health responses and policy.

CONCLUSIONS
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This study aimed to assess the feasibility of estimating HIV incidence and identifying 
associated risk factors using routine data from the COBATEST Network.
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