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Community-based testing: Strategies for HIV testing outside the formal health-care services

Recommendation to increase HIV tests offer, through new approaches and strategies, including tests in
the community setting

Effectiveness of screening strategies in the community setting
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Background: COBATEST Network .
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* Network of community-based HIV/STI/VH screening services that collects
COBATEST standardized data across Europe and Central Asia.

NETWORK * More than 150 members in 29 European countries and 2 countries in Central Asia

e 45 Italian members
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» Data gathering for global analysis

Aggregated data
Indicators

Online data
collection tool
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Disaggregated
data
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Material and methods D
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1:=|] ¢ 2024 testing visits reported through the COBATEST online data
collection tool.

* Standardised indicators analysed across HIV, HCV, HBV, and syphilis
> testing, disaggregated by gender, age, and key population.

* Integrated testing practices and intersectionalities between key
populations were analysed using Venn diagrams.
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2024 [ _—] /73 CBVCT services

21,751
17,066
22,994
testing visits 12,092
4,987

COBATEST [:EE'S Centre d'Estudis Epidemiologics
NETWORK 03 sobre les Infeccions de Transmissio

Sexual i Sida de Catalunya

10 Countries

HIV tests

Syphilis tests

HCV tests

HBV tests

Combination of tests performed per
testing visit

HCV HBV

Syphilis

| (0.42%) (0.38%)



®

Results: testing visits .

Italian Conference on AIDS
and Antiviral Research

Testing visits

N % Intersectionalities of key population
TOTAL 22994 groups (MSM, SW, PWUD, Migrants)
Gender among testing visits
Cis men 15089 65,62%
Cis women 6989 30,39%
Trans men 119 0,52% sw PWUD
Trans women 306 1,33%
Non-binary 375 1,63% MSM 127 Migrant
(0.82%)
Other 25 0,11%
Missing 91 0,40% 109
Age groups (0.7%)
<16 22 0,10% count
>=16-25 7173 31,20% I 8900
>=25-45 12145 52,82% S 4000
>=45-65 2709 11,78%
>65 205 0,89% s
Missing 740 3,22%
Key population*
MSM 9867 42,91%
sw 1742 7,58%
PWID 171 0,74% (10.55%)
PWUD 3886 16,90%
Migrants 6156 26,77%

*Key population groups are not mutually exclusive, so if a client is in two or more key population groups, they were recorded as such.
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HIV HCV HBV Syphilis
Number of Number of  Reactivity | Number of Number of Reactivity | Number of Number of Reactivity | Number of Number of  Reactivity
tests (%) reactives (%) rate tests (%) reactives (%) rate tests (%) reactives (%) rate (%) tests (%) reactives (%) rate
[TOTAL 21751 231 1.06% 12092 124 1.03% 4987 29 0.58% 17066 549 3.22%
Gender
Cismen| 14271(65.61) 176(76.19)  1.23% 8415(69.59) 89 (71.77)  1.06% 3932(78.84)  24(82.76) 0.61% |11540(67.62) 473 (86.16)  4.10%
Ciswomen| 6648(30.56) 28(12.12)  0.42% 3222(26.65) 32(25.81)  0.99% 849 (17.02) 4(13.79)  0.47% 4900 (28.71) 42(7.65)  0.86%
Trans men 111 (0.51) 2(0.87) 1.80% 46 (0.38) 0(0.00)  0.00% 23 (0.46) 0(0.00)  0.00% 71 (0.42) 4(0.73)  5.63%
Trans women | 284 (1.31) 21(9.09) 7.39% | 193(1.60) 3(242)  1.55% | 78(1.56) 1(3.45) 1.28% | 214(1.25) 24 (4.37) 11.21%
Non-binary 358 (1.65) 3(1.30)  0.84% 196 (1.62) 0(0.00)  0.00% 102 (2.05) 0(0.00)  0.00% 282 (1.65) 6(1.09) 2.13%
Other 23(0.11) 0(0.00)  0.00% 6(0.05) 0(0.00)  0.00% 1(0.02) 0(0.00)  0.00% 15 (0.09) 0(0.00)  0.00%
Missing 56 (0.26) 1(0.43)  0.00% 14 (0.12) 0(0.00)  0.00% 2 (0.04) 0(0.00)  0.00% 44,(0.26) 0(0.00)  0.00%
Age groups
<16 22 (0.10) 0(0.00)  0.00% 8(0.07) 0(0.00)  0.00% 5(0.10) 0(0.00)  0.00% 16 (0.09) 0(0.00)  0.00%
>16-25| 6869 (31.58)  45(19.48)  0.66% 3948 (32.65) 22 (17.74)  0.56% 1944 (38.98) 3(10.34)  0.15% 5340(31.29) 147 (26.78)  2.75%
>25-45| 11518(52.95) 139(60.17) 1.21% 6379 (52.75) 62 (50.00) 0.97% 2462 (49.37) 20 (68.97) 0.81% 9114 (53.40) 296 (53.92) 3.25%
>45-65| 2512 (11.55)  37(16.02) 1.47% 1465(12.12)  34(27.42)  2.32% 506 (10.15) 5(17.24)  0.99% 1971(11.55)  89(16.21)  4.52%
>65 196 (0.90) 1(0.43)  0.51% 98 (0.81) 1(0.81)  1.02% 37(0.74) 0(0.00)  0.00% 152 (0.89) 8(1.46)  5.26%
Missing 634 (2.91) 9(3.90) 1.42% 194 (1.60) 5(4.03)  2.58% 33(0.66) 1(3.45) 3.03% 473 (2.77) 9(1.64)  1.90%
Key population *
MSM| 9460 (43.49) 153(66.23)  1.62% 6004 (49.65)  23(18.55)  0.38% 3438 (68.94)  10(34.48)  0.29% 8310 (48.69) 453 (82.51)  5.45%
sw 1665 (7.65) 42 (18.18)  2.52% 105 (0.87)  25(20.16) 23.81% 414 (8.30) 3(10.34)  0.72% 1355(7.94) 74 (13.48)  5.46%
PWID | 160 (0.74) 7(3.03) 438% | 128(1.06) 55(44.35) 42.97% |  49(0.98) 2(6.90) 4.08% | 115(0.67) 13(2.37) 11.30%
pwuDp| 3720(17.10) 66(28.57) 1.77% 2166 (17.91)  70(56.45)  3.23% 1041 (20.87) 3(10.34)  0.29% 2773(16.25) 137 (24.95)  4.94%
Migrants | 5849 (26.89) 114 (49.35)  1.95% 3003 (24.83)  27(21.77)  0.90% 1177(23.60)  12(41.38)  1.02% 4269 (25.01) 154 (28.05)  3.61%

*Key population groups are not mutually exclusive, so if a client is in two or more key population groups, they were recorded as such.
MSM: Men who have sex with men; SW: sex worker; PWID: People who inject drugs; PWUD: People who use drugs
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37 CBVCT services

12,211 | testing visits
11,464 HIV tests
9,216 Syphilis tests
6,072 HCV tests

132 HBV tests

x COBATEST
MNETWORK

Centre d'Estudis Epidemiologics
sobre les Infeccions de Transmissio
Sexual i Sida de Catalunya

0.43%

1.82%

0.59%

0.0%

ANLAIDS Sezione Regionale Ligure ONLUS
ARCIGAY Salento

ASA Associazione solidarieta AIDS
Albatros cooperativa sociale onlus

Ancona Checkpoint

Anlaids Lombardia ETS

Antinoo Arcigay Napoli

Arcigay Arcobaleno ODV Trieste Gorizia
Arcigay Ferrara APS “Gli occhiali dOro
Arcigay Gruppo Salute

Arcigay Modena “Matthew Shepard” (ODV)
Arcigay Palermo

Arcigay Pegaso Catania

Arcigay Tralaltro Padova APS

Arcigay Varese APS

Bergamo Fast Track City

Brescia Checkpoint

CCO Mario Mieli APS

Checkpoint Milano

Chimera Arcobaleno Arcigay Arezzo APS
Cittadinanzattiva Campania Aps
Coming-Aut LGBTI+ Community Center APS
Cremona Fast Track Cities

Fondazione LILA Mila

Il Cammino cooperativa sociale onlus
LILA Bari ODV

LILA Cagliari ODV

LILA Como QDV

LILA Piemonte ODV

LILA Toscana ODV

LILA Trentino ODV

Latina Check Point

MOVIMENTO PANSESSUALE APS

Rain Arcigay Caserta ODV

Roma Checkpoint

Salute Arcigay Firenze Altre Sponde APS
Torino Fast Track City
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VS IR Intersectionalities of key population

N % groups (MSM, SW, PWUD, Migrants)
TOTAL 12211 among testing visits
Gender
Cis men 7591 62.17% SW E—
Cis women 4216 34.35%
Trans men 68 0.56% .
Trans women 69 0.57% MSM (13%631&} Migrant
Non-binary 209 1.71%
Other 9 0.07%
Missing 49 0.40%
Age groups G
<16 10 0.08% I 3000
>=16-25| 3764 30.82% N i
>=25-45 6538 53.54%
>=45-65 1302 10.66% 1600
>65 110 0.90%
Missing 487 3.99%
Key population
MSM 4349 35.62%
Sw 304 2.49%
PWID 33 0.27% ste)
PWUD 1515 12.41%
Migrants 1921 15.73%
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HIV HCV Syphilis
Number of tests  Number of Reactivity Number of Number of Reactivity Number of Number of Reactivity
(%) reactives rate tests reactives rate tests reactives rate
TOTAL 11464 50 0.44% 6072 36 0.59% 9216 168 1.82%
Gender
Cis men 7153 (61.87) 39(78.00) 0.55% 3847 (63.36) 29(80.56) 0.75% 5821 (63.14) 142 (84.51) 2.44%
Cis women 4047 (35.01) 6(12.00) 0.15% 2076 (34.19) 7(19.44) 0.34% 3109 (33.72) 12(7.14) 0.39%
Trans men 64 (0.55) 1(2.00) 1.56% 16 (0.26) 0(0.00) 0.00% 43(0.47) 4(2.38) 9.30%
Trans women 67(0.58) 3(6.00) 4.48% 31(0.51) 0(0.00) 0.00% 58 (0.63) 7(4.17) 12.07%
Non-binary 198 (1.71) 1(2.00) 0.51% 92(1.52) 0(0.00) 0.00% 167(1.81) 3(1.79) 1.80%
Other 7(0.06) 0(0.00) 0.00% 2(0.03) 0(0.00) 0.00% 4(0.04) 0(0.00) 0.00%
Missing 25(0.22) 0(0.00) 0.00% 8(0.13) 0(0.00) 0.00% 17(0.18) 0(0.00) 0.00%
Age groups
<16 10(0.09) 0(0.00) 0.00% 5(0.08) 0(0.00) 0.00% 7(0.08) 0(0.00) 0.00%
>16-25 3593(31.08) 4(8.00) 0.11% 1893 (31.18) 11(30.56) 0.58% 2784 (30.20) 25(14.88) 0.90%
>25-45 6205 (53.67) 31(62.00) 0.50% 3219(53.01) 15(41.67) 0.47% 4939 (53.57) 84 (50.00) 1.70%
>45-65 1219(10.54) 9(18.00) 0.74% 760 (12.52) 10(27.78) 1.32% 1019 (11.05) 46 (27.38) 4.51%
>65 106 (0.92) 2 (4.00) 1.89% 56 (0.92) 0(0.00) 0.00% 89(0.97) 6(3.57) 6.74%
Missing 428 (3.70) 4(8.00) 0.93% 139 (2.29) 0(0.00) 0.00% 381(4.13) 7(4.17) 1.84%
Key population *
MSM 4166 (36.03) 35(70.00) 0.84% 2042 (33.63) 12(33.33) 0.59% 3629 (39.36) 134 (79.76) 3.69%
sw 288 (2.49) 2(40.00) 0.69% 128(2.11) 1(2.78) 0.78% 191(2.07) 16 (9.52) 8.38%
PWID 31(0.27) 0(0.00) 0.00% 21(0.35) 4(11.11) 19.05% 17(0.18) 3(1.79) 17.65%
PWUD 1456 (12.59) 12(24.00) 0.82% 649 (10.69) 7(19.44) 1.08% 1016 (11.02) 25(14.88) 2.46%
Migrants 1817 (15.72) 17 (34.00) 0.94% 1040 (17.13) 13(36.11) 1.25% 1345 (14.59) 33(19.64) 2.45%

*Key population groups are not mutually exclusive, so if a client is in two or more key population groups, they were recorded as such.
MSM: Men who have sex with men; SW: sex worker; PWID: People who inject drugs; PWUD: People who use drugs
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* This data demonstrates the value of collecting harmonised, disaggregated
information to support evidence-based decision-making in community-based
testing.

* Such data helps show disparities across populations, uncover intersectional
vulnerabilities, and enable comparability, ultimately strengthening
prevention, early diagnosis, and linkage-to-care strategies.

* Expanding the adoption of standardised tools across to diverse community-
based testing services and further improving completeness of disaggregated
data will be key to advancing equitable and integrated infectious disease
responses in Europe.

COBATEST Centre d'Estudis Epidemiologics
NETWORK sobre les Infeccions de Transmissio
Sexual i Sida de Catalunya
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